[Genetic factors predisposing to autoimmune diseases. Study of HLA antigens in a family with pernicious anemia and thyroid diseases].
In a family including patients suffering from autoimmune disease (2 propositi: pernicious anemia and Graves' disease, pernicious anemia and autoimmune thyroiditis), we have determined common autoantibodies and tissue antigens (HLA) in 47 patients (26 males and 21 females) from 2 generations. In this family, we have found 4 cases of pernicious anemia, 5 cases of thyroid disease (2 Graves' disease), 3 women with repetitive abortions and 2 cases of melanoma. Patients with autoantibodies, often asymptomatic, are abnormally numerous (44% in generation II, 16% in generation III). A correlation with haplotype A1B8DR3 was found only for Graves' disease. Likelihood of forming autoantibodies appears to be of multifactorial origin. Its mode of transmission remains unknown.